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Rolling Thunder®, Inc. Illinois Chapter 1  

Membership Meeting Minutes  

February 06, 2019  

  

Rolling Thunder® Inc. Illinois Chapter 1 Membership Meeting was called to order by President, Jim 

Murray at 1945 hours on February 06, 2019 at the Warrenville VFW.  

  

Board Attendance:  

Attended  Name  Position  

Yes  Jim Murray (Snipe)  President  

No  Gary Vandenbos (Names)  Vice-President  

Yes  Rick Herr (Cosmo)  Treasurer  

Yes  Wendy Vach (Dragonfly)  Recording Secretary  

Yes  Richard Montgomery (Popeye)  Chairman of the Board  

No  Bill Houghtaling (B.B.)  Board Member  

Yes  Al Miller (Shadow)  Board Member  

Yes  Kandice Jacobs (PG)  Board Member  

Yes  Knute Weick  Board Member  

Yes   Tim Kearney  Board Member  

Yes  Dan Thomas (Cage)  Board Member  

      

The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance led by President, Jim Murray.  

A moment of silence was observed and a prayer was said by Chappy for the Illinois MIA’s lost during the 

month of January during the Viet Nam War.  

  

Joe Tomy from the Aurora Veterans Advisory Council visited our chapter this meeting. Tthe AVAC 

advocates for all veterans of all generations and all conflicts.  Joe explained how his group is raising 

money to provide service dogs to veterans in need.  If you’d like to find out more about AVAC go to 

avacaurora.org.   

  

Richard “Popeye” Montgomery:  

• Thanks to all who showed up to sell tickets at the swap meet.  Our chapter sold 3x the number of 

tickets we sold last year.  

• Bike tickets are for sale for Rolling Thunder Inc. bike raffle.  Call Popeye if you’d like a ticket.  

• Gun Bash tickets are also available to be sold by chapter members.  Contact Popeye, Names, or 

Snipe.  

• Dues are being submitted February 15th.  If you haven’t paid up, do it now.  Contact Popeye.  

  

Knute Weick:  

• Flyers are being printed for BTR and will be available next meeting.  

  

  

Jim “Snipe” Murray:  
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• Snipe read the list of events that our chapter either ran or participated in this past year, which will 

be submitted in the report to National, which included 3 grants and our 2 major fundraisers: BTR 

and the Gun Bash.  

• Currently National is saying this will be the last year for the Ride for Freedom Demonstration, 

and the expectation is that each state will organize their own ride.  The final decision on this  

being the last ride organized by National will be known no later than the actual ride itself 

Memorial Day weekend.  

• There is a new chapter that is trying to form out of Marseilles, which will be Chapter 4.   

  

  

Open Discussion:  

• LT presented Snipe with the check from our benefactor, Mrs. Dibble.  

• Chappy informed our chapter about a Couples Vet Retreat that is happening in Barrington the 

weekend of the 24th of February.  This retreat is designed to help couples communicate when one 

or both are suffering from PTSD.  This retreat is being hosted by Military Outreach U.S.A.  To 

see more of what this organization does, go to: militaryoutreachusa.org.   

• A  patch was presented to Al “The Marine” Preseren by Snipe for the Repatriation Ride. 

  

Upcoming Rides and Events:  

May 5th – Gun Bash  

Memorial Day Weekend – D.C. Ride  

August 25th – BTR  

  

Meeting was adjourned at 2024 hours.  

Respectfully submitted by,  

Wendy Vach, Recording Secretary  

Rolling Thunder Illinois Chapter 1  
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